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Massachusetts Construction Receivables – Important Deadlines Reference 
Mechanic’s Liens- M.G.L. c. 254§§1-34 

 
DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Notice of 
Contract 

Within earliest of following: 
• 60 days of Notice of Substantial Completion;  
• 90 days of Notice of Termination; 
• 90 days from last date of last work/supply of anyone. 

• Notice of Contract is to be filed with 
County Registry of Deeds in which project 
is located. 

• Copy of Notice of Contract to Owner via 
Certified Mail. 

Statement of 
Account 

Within earliest of following: 
• 90 days from Substantial Completion. 
• 120 days from Notice of Termination; 
• 120 days from date of last work/supply. 

• Statement of Account is filed with Registry 
of Deeds in which project is located. 

• Copy of Statement to Owner via Certified 
Mail. 

File Suit Suit must be filed in District or Superior Court no later than 
90 days from filing of Statement of Account. 

 

Special 
Requirement 

Second Tier Subcontractors/Materialmen must provide 
notice of its performance or supply on project to General 
Contractor within 30 days of commencing work on project 
via Certified Mail. 

• Failure of second tier subcontractor  
to provide notice will limit recovery 
from GC to balance actually owed 
to subcontractor. 

 
Public Project Payment Bond Claims- M.G.L c. 149, §29 

DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Notice to Owner • Within 65 days of last work via Certified Mail. Identify project, debtor and amount owed.  
File Suit • Within 1 year of last work.  
Specially 
Fabricated 
Materials 

• All suppliers of specially fabricated materials must 
provide notice to General Contract within 20 days of 
approval of purchase order for specially fabricated 
material. 

Specially Fabricated Material- “Not suitable for use
on similar project.” Cinder Products Corp. v.  
Schena Construction, 22 Mass. App. Ct. 927 (1986).

 
Disclaimer- We hope this reference chart is helpful to you.  It is important to understand, however, that this law firm is not hereby providing you legal or 
professional advice.  In preparing this chart legal concepts have been generalized and simplified so as to provide a brief and uncluttered reference tool.  The law 
changes constantly and each set of facts and circumstances give rise to legal issues that may not be dealt with by this chart.  Should you be in need of legal advice 
please contact this firm or another attorney to deal with a specific problem.   
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Maine Construction Receivables – Important Deadlines Reference 
Mechanic’s Liens 

 
DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Statement of 
account 

Within 90 days of last supply to project serve and Record 
Notice of Lien/Statement of Account. 

• Recorded with County Registry of 
Deeds in which project is located. 

• Notice required even if you have 
direct contract with Owner. 

• Copy to Owner via Certified Mail. 
File Suit Suit must be filed in no later 30 days after Notice of Lien is 

Recorded or 120 days from last work. 
 If no contract directly with the owner 
claimant must wait 30 days before service 
on Owner.  

Special 
Requirement 

Defense of Payment only applicable to Residential Projects 
where owner resides therein.   

Subcontractors and Suppliers should 
Provide notice of supply immediately upon
Start of supply to residential project, this is
Not, however, the same Notice that is 
Recorded. 

 
Public Project Payment Bond Claims 

DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Notice to Owner • Within 90 days of last work via Certified Mail. Identify project, debtor and amount 

owed.  
File Suit • Within 1 year of last work.  
Tiers • If you don’t have a contract with Contractor or 

Subcontractor, no lien. 
 

 
Disclaimer- We hope this reference chart is helpful to you.  It is important to understand, however, that this law firm is not hereby providing you legal or 
professional advice.  In preparing this chart legal concepts have been generalized and simplified so as to provide a brief and uncluttered reference tool.  The law 
changes constantly and each set of facts and circumstances give rise to legal issues that may not be dealt with by this chart.  Should you be in need of legal advice 
please contact this firm or another attorney to deal with a specific problem.   
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Vermont Construction Receivables – Important Deadlines Reference 
Mechanic’s Liens 

 
DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Pre-lien Notice Pre-lien Notice to Owner is suggested upon supply • Reduces Defense of Payment 
Notice of Lien Recorded in land records within 180 days of due date for 

payment of last supply 
• Note deadline measured from 

Payment due date, not last supply 
• Recorded in Town Records 

File Suit Suit must be filed in no later than 180 days from Recording 
of Notice of Lien. 

 

Special 
Requirement 

Only those supplying Contractor or Subcontractor are 
entitled to Lien. 

 

 
Public Project Payment Bond Claims 

DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Notice to Owner • Within 90 days of Project Acceptance via Certified 

Mail to Secretary of State. 
Identify project, debtor and amount 
owed.  

File Suit • Within 1 year of Bond Claim Notice  
Tiers • Only those with Contract with General Contractor  
Applicability • Only applicable to Highway Projects  
 
Disclaimer- We hope this reference chart is helpful to you.  It is important to understand, however, that this law firm is not hereby providing you legal or 
professional advice.  In preparing this chart legal concepts have been generalized and simplified so as to provide a brief and uncluttered reference tool.  The law 
changes constantly and each set of facts and circumstances give rise to legal issues that may not be dealt with by this chart.  Should you be in need of legal advice 
please contact this firm or another attorney to deal with a specific problem.   
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RHODE ISLAND Construction Receivables – Important Deadlines Reference 
Mechanic’s Liens 

 
DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Notice of Intent 
to Claim Lien 

Served and Recorded within 200 days of last supply • Recorded with Town Clerk 
• Copy to Owner via Certified Mail. 

Record Lis 
Pendens 

Recorded within 40 days of Recording Notice of Intent to 
Claim Lien 

• Filed prior to Suit 

File Suit Suit must be filed within 7 days of recording of Lis Pendens Failure to timely file is not bar, lien rights 
are diminished to amount due for work  
 completed for 200 days prior to filing 

Special 
Requirement 

200 Day Look Back Period Only amounts due for work or material 
Supplied during period 200 days prior to  
Recording of Notice of Intent to Claim Lien
is recoverable. 

 
Public Project Payment Bond Claims 

DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Notice to Owner • Within 90 days of last work via Certified Mail. Identify project, debtor and amount 

owed.  
File Suit • Within 2 years of last work. Must be unpaid for more than 90 days 

before suit 
Tiers • If you don’t have a contract with Contractor or 

Subcontractor, no lien. 
 

 
Disclaimer- We hope this reference chart is helpful to you.  It is important to understand, however, that this law firm is not hereby providing you legal or 
professional advice.  In preparing this chart legal concepts have been generalized and simplified so as to provide a brief and uncluttered reference tool.  The law 
changes constantly and each set of facts and circumstances give rise to legal issues that may not be dealt with by this chart.  Should you be in need of legal advice 
please contact this firm or another attorney to deal with a specific problem.   
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Connecticut Construction Receivables – Important Deadlines Reference 
Mechanic’s Liens 

 
DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Certificate of 
Lien 

Recorded within 90 days of last work in Town Land Records • Copy to Owner and GC via 
Certified Mail within 30 days. 

File Suit Suit must be filed in no later than 1 year from Recording of 
Certificate of Lien 

  

Special 
Requirement 

Defense of Payment to extent Owner pays GC.   

 
Public Project Payment Bond Claims 

DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Notice to Owner • Within 180 days of last work via Certified Mail. Identify project, debtor and amount 

owed.  
File Suit • Within 1 year of last work. Must be unpaid for at least 60 days 

prior to suit 
Tiers • All tiers  
Prompt Pay • Surety MUST PAY undisputed amounts within 90 

days or face liability for interest at 1% per month 
plus attorney’s fees 

 

 
Disclaimer- We hope this reference chart is helpful to you.  It is important to understand, however, that this law firm is not hereby providing you legal or 
professional advice.  In preparing this chart legal concepts have been generalized and simplified so as to provide a brief and uncluttered reference tool.  The law 
changes constantly and each set of facts and circumstances give rise to legal issues that may not be dealt with by this chart.  Should you be in need of legal advice 
please contact this firm or another attorney to deal with a specific problem.   
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New Hampshire Construction Receivables – Important Deadlines Reference 
Mechanic’s Liens 

 
DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Statement of 
account 

Within 90 days of last supply to project. • Recorded with County Registry of 
Deeds in which project is located. 

• Copy to Owner via Certified Mail. 
File Suit Suit must be filed in no later than 120 days from kast work.  If no contract directly with the owner 

claimant must wait 30 days before service 
on Owner.  

Special 
Requirement 

Defense of Payment only applicable to Residential Projects 
where owner resides therein.   

Subcontractors and Suppliers should 
Provide notice of supply immediately upon
Start of supply to residential project 

 
Public Project Payment Bond Claims 

DOCUMENT DEADLINE NOTE 
Notice to Owner • Within 90 days of Project completion. • Identify project, debtor and 

amount owed.  
• Note measured from project 

completion not last work 
File Suit • Within 1 year of Bond Claim Notice  
Tiers • If you don’t have a contract with Contractor or 

Subcontractor, no lien. 
 

 
Disclaimer- We hope this reference chart is helpful to you.  It is important to understand, however, that this law firm is not hereby providing you legal or 
professional advice.  In preparing this chart legal concepts have been generalized and simplified so as to provide a brief and uncluttered reference tool.  The law 
changes constantly and each set of facts and circumstances give rise to legal issues that may not be dealt with by this chart.  Should you be in need of legal advice 
please contact this firm or another attorney to deal with a specific problem.   
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PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET 
 

Customer Name:         
 
Customer Address:         
 
Customer Telephone/fax:          
 

General Project Information 
 

Information and Documents Needed before Labor and Materials Supplied 
 

1) Project name: 
 
2) Who does your customer have a contract with? 
 
3) Name, address and telephone number of the entity your customer has a contract with. 
 
 
4) Owner’s name, address and telephone number: 
 
 
5) General contractor’s name, address and telephone number: 
 
6) Subcontractor’s name, address and telephone number:  
 
7) General location of project (e.g, town, county, nearby roads and directions): 
 
8) Street address and Legal description of property (attach copy of site plan or building  

Permit if available): 
 
9) Scope of contract (description of labor and materials supplied): 
 
 
10) Lots, parcels or units worked on or supplied (in the case of subdivisions, condominiums, 

office buildings, shopping centers, and other multi-unit developments): 
 
11) Description of project and type (e.g., public or private, road or site improvements, single 

family dwellings or townhouse, shopping center or office building, tenant improvements in 
office or mall): 

 
12) Name, address and telephone number of surety and principal on payment bond: 
 (attach copy of bond if possible) 
 
13)  Attach copy of all contracts incorporated in the contract with customer. 




